
Bass news December 7, 2018

Math: 
In math, the students continued working with “frames and 
arrows”.  First they learned that recognizing patterns and 
knowing how to skip count will help them fill in the frames or 
find the rule much quicker. To fill in the frame, students use 
the rule and add it to each number in the frame.  To find 
the rule, students count the amount of hops from one 
frame to the next. When missing the beginning frames, 
students work the opposite way, so they use the opposite 
rule. If the rule is to add 2, they subtract 2.  

We also learned how to program calculators to help us skip count. 
The students learned that our brains are much faster than 
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Phonics: 

This week we practiced 
making new words by 
changing the beginning, 
middle and ending sounds to 
make new words using 
pictures.  I wanted the students 
to listen to the sounds 
changing as well as the sounds 
that stay the same in order to 
quickly write new words.  

We also learned a new 
concept that will help read 
words and write words. The 
students learned about 
“Clusters”.  Clusters are two 
consonants together and you 
hear both sounds. The word 
“Cluster” has a cluster at the 
beginning and in the middle 
(the “cl” and the “st”). They 
read familiar poems and 
highlighted all of the words 
that had clusters.  We will 
continue to work on this skill as 
many students struggled with 
that assignment.  
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calculators because once we learn something, it’s in our head.  It 
takes longer to type in numbers in the calculator and hope they 
don’t mess up than it does to say an answer.  We played “Brain vs. 
Calculator” so the kids could realize how fast their brains really 
are compared to calculators. 

Writing: 
We learned how to “hook” the reader three ways in order to get 
them interested in our opinion piece. The three ways they should 
begin an opinion piece are:

1.Ask a question

2.State a strong feeling

3.Begin with an interesting fact

They also learned that when they state a reason to support their 
opinion, it should be followed by details or examples.  The more 
examples they provide, the more they prove their point of why 
they feel that way about their topic. They also learned that they 
need transition words for each reason stated to guide the reader 
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Science: 

In science this week, the students 
reviewed the three states of 
water: solid, liquid gas. The 
students turned their water into 
ice last week and learned that the 
air needs to be 32 degrees F or 
below to freeze.  This week they 
learned that in order for ice to 
melt, the air needs to be 33 
degrees F or warmer.  The 
students thought of different 
ways to melt their ice, tried it and 
wrote in their journal how they 
melted their ice, followed by a 
scientific drawing to support it.  

In addition, they analyzed and 
graphed the weather for 
November and drew a picture of 
what a typical November day 
looks like outside.  We will 
continue to work on reading a 
thermometer and understand the 
role weather plays in our lives.  
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into the next reason for their opinion to make their writing flow smoothly.
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